RIBCHESTER PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting on Monday 18 November 2024
PRESENT:
Parish Councillors: Caunce, Cromie, Finch, Mason & Yates
Borough Councillor: Barnsley
Residents: One
Apologies: Cllrs Dickinson and Ellis,  A McLoughlin (Knowle Green).
32    DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: None
33     PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
34       CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES: The Minutes of the meeting  21st July were confirmed and duly signed.
38     MATTERS ARISING:  
37.1  The Chair had attended the ‘launch’ and photocall for the B4RN project.  It was confirmed that the first ten houses had gone ‘live’, and reported that there were 45 in the offing. Cllr Mason had agreed to obtain copies of the photographs from the launch event.
37.2  The long awaited redrafting of the RVBC Allotment Lease was still not complete by the date of the PC meeting.  As a consequence the Invoice for the annual rent had not been paid, given that the new Lease had not been placed before the Parish Council to consider and approve.  The Legal Department of RVBC had been regularly consulted as to progress and the response was always that ‘it was being prepared’.  The Clerk confirmed that the rent would not be authorised for payment by the Parish Council until the new Lease had been received and approved by the Councillors.  ACTION:  Clerk to continue to pursue.
37.3  Update on repairs/restoration of Benches.  (See Min – linked to Financial implications).  The Parish Council had received an invoice for a Deposit for the work and also information about the balance which would be owed on completion.  The point was raised that the PC required more clarity about what exactly was being proposed (and when it would be undertaken).  
37.4 Update on replacement of the Lifesaving ring on the riverside.  At the time of the meeting, no further progress had been made, although discussions had been continuing.  The debate was reopened as to whether the board should be returned to its original position and include the lifesaving ring being replaced, along with consideration of the proposal to have another ring in the vicinity of the ‘Tush’, although some concerns were raised about the efficacy of a board placed there.  Cllr Mason offered to send the appropriate ‘What3Words’ to Lancashire Fire and Rescue Service which had replaced the original board and lifesaving ring.
37.5  Installation of a Village Noticeboard.  Cllr Finch had undertaken to investigate and progress the proposal to place a dedicated village noticeboard in a separate area to where the Parish Council noticeboard is  located.  One proposal was to place it close to the public toilets/flowerbed en route to the car park.  A similar proposal was to place it on the wall of Potters Barn.  The Barn’s owners were currently out of the country, but would be contacted upon their return.  In parallel to that, it was agreed that Mr Mark Beveridge (RVBC) be approached to consider the proposal to place the new board adjacent to the toilets.
37.6 – Stolen Royal Mail postbox.  Cllr Finch reported that the postbox on Stoneygate lane had been stolen (to the irritation and inconvenience of the nearby residents).  It was noted that the What3Words for the site is ‘respected, lordships, directs.  ACTION – Parish Clerk to report and pursue replacement.
28    PLANNING APPLICATIONS:
The following Planning Application results were reported:
3/2024/0268 – Tan Yard Farm.     – REFUSED
3/2024/0863 – BeckHouse - APPROVED
29  FINANCIAL MATTERS
29.1 The customary document presented to the Council containing was only partial, given that further information was required concerning initial requests for donations/funding.  It was agreed that once the information was received, the normal procedure would be followed to obtain formal approval. There were four such requests.  The following were approved:
SS Peter & Pauls Room Hire                                                                     £30
Clerk’s Salary for mid-October to mid-November			£499.20
PAYE to HMRC for Clerk’s Salary 					£107.35
An Invoice had also been received in respect of repair work required by the Parish Council, but it directed that  further details were required.
29.2 – Requirement for Finance Sub-Committee to be convened to consider Annual Precept.  Members of sub-committee(Cllrs Yates, Mason and Cromie)  to agree date and time.
30 – REPORT ON PRINCIPAL COMMITTEES
Borough Councillor Barnsley reminded the meeting that grants were still available from RVBC  for voluntary organisations.  He reported that projects had now been completed for the Rural Prosperity Funding but that grants were still available from the RVBC  Jubilee Fund.			 
31  VILLAGE MATTERS:
31.1  Cllr Finch reported her concerns about the safety around the area of the gate into the allotments, where a large gap had opened up.  It was assumed that this area was the responsibility of RVBC.  To be confirmed and request for action taken.  In addition, there was another problem related to the area, which was the vegetation growing out of the buttresses above the stream; this problem to be investigated also. 
31.2 Cllr Yates reminded the meeting that no progress had been made on the issue of CCTV installation (related to the public disorder exhibited earlier in the year) and also the Traffic Calming actions which had also been raised previously, but not yet resolved both in the village and also at Knowle Green.
31.3  Appointment of Auditor.  Since the Parish Council had become a member of LALC, it was proposed that contact be made with that organisation to obtain information about Auditors who were ‘Listed’ or ‘Recommended’ in the Ribble Valley; with a view to making a new appointment for Ribchester, and a separation from the links with Hothersall.  (ACTION:  Parish Clerk to obtain information from LALC).
